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Message from Our President... 


We elected new officers at our fall meeting to serve 
in 2008 and 2009. Congratulations to new V.P. Marsha 
Blau of Wisconsin, new Treasurer Doug Cain of Ohio, 
and new Recording Secretary Les Aaron of Califor- 
nia. I will continue to have the honor of serving you 
as President. 

My goal when I took office two years ago was to 1m- 
prove member benefits. Our great magazine continues 
to be our best asset. The annual convention continues 
on its successful path with our fifth one scheduled for 
September | 1-14 in New York City. We are also mak- 
ing plans for conventions in 2009 and 2010 and hope to 
announce details soon. 

One new benefit that has begun to grow roots in vari- 
ous parts of the country is the local gatherings. We have 
four scheduled for spring of 2008 in California, North 
Carolina, Ohio and Wisconsin. These mini conventions 
started in 2006 and have provided a great place to meet 
with fellow collectors. If you can’t find a gathering 
near you, perhaps it 1s time for you to step up and host 
one. Please call me. 

Our website continues to improve. Our log-on issues 
seem to be resolved so if you have not visited the site 
for a while give it a try. The classified ad section is 
growing, which gives you the chance to buy and sell 
your goods with no fees. Our discussion forum is open 
to members only and, while it is getting good read- 
ership, it needs more input. This is a great place to 
communicate with other members. We all have lots of 
information to share and questions that need answers. 
There are many other articles waiting for you (coinop- 
club.org). 

With your help, I hope to continue making COCA a 
better value. 

Thanks to Jackie Durham for serving the last two 
years as V.P., and for her very successful efforts to “spice 
up” our meetings. We are also grateful to Dan Davids 
for his many, many years as Treasurer of our club. Let 
your past and present officers know how much you ap- 
preciate their service when you see them. 

Paul Hindin, along with Randy and Sue Razzoog, 
will continue with the publication duties of the COCA 
Times Magazine. Ken Durham will continue as chair- 


man of our website committee. This great group of 
volunteers and everyone that steps up when asked sure 
makes my job easy. 

We also unveiled our new COCA booth at the Chi- 
cago show in November. Our updated look and vis- 
ibility should make it easier for you to offer input about 
our club and to find the information you need. Thanks 
to Ken Durham and Rich Wolfin for their donations of 
display materials for our booth and to Alan Sax for stor- 
ing things between shows. 

In conjunction with the upcoming Chicagoland 
show, our next meeting will be on Friday evening, April 
4, 2008, at the Hilton Garden Inn. Our guest speaker 
will be Marshall Fey. This will be a dinner meeting; 
the cash bar will open at 5:30 and an Italian buffet din- 
ner will be served from 6:00 until 6:30. This optional 
dinner will only cost $10 and includes either meat or 
veggie lasagna, salad, bread and dessert. All members 
and their guests are welcome for both the dinner and/or 
meeting. Any donations for raffle door prizes would 
be greatly appreciated and should be directed to Mar- 
sha Blau. We hope to start the meeting at 6:30 and ad- 
journ around 8:00. We have again negotiated a special 
COCA room rate for those that are interested in staying 
at the Hilton for both the spring and fall shows of $95 
single and $98 double. Suites are available for $159. 
Members should call the hotel directly at 630-584-0700 
to make reservations as there are a limited number of 
rooms available at this rate. 

We are starting a new column in this issue called 
restoration and display tips. Hopefully some of you 
will feel inspired to send in your tips for publication. 
Our magazine relies entirely on your submissions for 
its editorial content. We need your help to keep a good 
thing going. 

Call me at 919-304-4455 if you have any questions 
about our club or see me at the COCA booth in Chica- 
goland. 


Bill Petrochuk, COCA President 


Coin-Op CALENDAR 2008 


March 8 - 9 Victorian Casino Antiques Auction 
Las Vegas, NV 

April 4 Spring COCA Meeting - Hilton Garden Inn 
St. Charles, IL 

April 4 - 6 Chicagoland Show - (815) 353-1593 or (847)-244-9263 

April 11 - 13 Showtime Auction 
Ann Arbor, MI 

April 19 COCA Local Gathering, Charles Kemp (336) 626-3640 
Asheboro, NC 

May 2-4 Rich Penn Auction 
Des Moines, IA 

May 18 COCA Local Gathering, Sandy Lechtick (818) 712-9700 
Woodland Hills, CA 

June 7 COCA Local Gathering, Marc & Marci Ernster (262) 675-0497 
West Bend, WI 

June 8 COCA Local Gathering, Dennis Green (330) 644-7361 
Akron, OH 

September 11-14 SthAnnual COCA Convention, Ed Mazzola (718) 813-6806 
New York, NY 

November 14 Fall COCA Meeting - Hilton Garden Inn 
ot. Charles, IL 


November 14-16 Chicagoland Show (815) 353-1593 or (847)-244-9263 


Members going to a local gathering should RSVP to the host ASAP at the phone number provided for more details. 
Space may be limited. The host will provide food and beverages. Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert. 
Please bring any machines or coin-op related items for sale or trade or show and tell. 


CHARLES Fey SLOTS 


by Marshall Fey 


Earlier this year the Nevada State legislature voted to purchase 
from the Liberty Belle Collection twenty- eight slots invented and 
manufactured by Grandpa, Charles Fey . They have been on special 


exhibit in the Nevada State Museum located in Carson City since 
January. The exhibit will run until February 1, 2008. During this year 
the state plans to open a new museum on the “Strip.” The Fey slots 
will then be moved to Las Vegas and featured there in another special 
exhibit. 
The Fey family is pleased to know that their ancestors machines 
will stay together and will remain on public display in Nevada. Charlie Fey 


By Doug Cain 


Among the earliest 
of payout gambling 
machines, the coun- 
tertop —_ pocket-style 
slot. machines were 
introduced in the 
early 1890's and re- 
mained popular well 
into the twentieth 
century. These coun- 
ter machines, more 
commonly — known 
as “Jacks” machines, 
were gradually los- 
ing their appeal 
when the release of 
several new models, 
beginning with the 
Fey Three Jacks in the 
mid 1920's, sparked 
a comeback. One of 
the most unusual of 
these new machines 
was the Sunny Boy. 
The Field Paper Products Com- 
pany of Peoria, Illinois was al- 
ready in the gambling business as 
a maker of punchboards, when 
in 1926 they released a small 
aluminum countertop machine 
with a very unusual theme. Un- 


(ct! SUNY ere 


THE COUNTER MACHINE THAT 
TAKES IN THE BIG MONEY! 


ig Me M-M-Y, what a gogerer srg Suney Boy turned owt 

be. Just a clay Uole fellow bua he eartks the big dough with 
ihe oldest and bes of chem, You can't help stopping ¢o look 
him over with his atlas black aoe infectious walls, berighs 
red Ups and whire eves. Me all bor speaks and i's mighay 
_ co resiet the chamee bo fap a peony in his moorh, And 
when you do, what an avalanche of penndes come rolling 
out of the jack-poest 


Just lock how those peonmles thovw off in ibeie display windows. 
An entirely new idea im displaying — ps #andiog them 
on end, chey book like ten Gioses as many os before. Fifteen 

or twenty pennies in a jack pea foal like a bake hawk ea full. 


How to Play the Machine 


Simple as falling off a log! Insen ap in coin chute, pree 
chown lever — penny ls ready oo around che dial into the 
mouth of SUNNY BOY pig in's tett thee candeat thing 
in the world to do bue if you can make lz, buen tho handle on 
the dide of che machine and out come the exposed jee in 
ome of the jack~pom. You can’t tefl which mill dunap— 
alvewys @ thrill eo seo whieh one comes oud, Someries ioe che 
full oe, semctioscs ite dhe slim One ——FUNPE TBE is insense unall 
the handle is burned, Of comree IF you're mor forpamare in 
tipping the coin inte SUNNY io mouch, whe pemmy 
reps down into the expowed jack-poce or maybe lnoe dhe 
operators back cash bow, Gaalee a few—pes, vig = few fall 
hack there. Some say almow half, Bus you get a Hi of som 
for every penny played—if you press che lever bis the gam 
delivery bur no gum is forced on you. If you fil bo take the 
gam, only ome ball is delivered the meat time. The most you 
can get ke ome ball ato Cine. 


Mechanical Specifications 
Soild alaminuen case, brightly polithed amd deeorated in 
high buaree coloes—red, yellow, black, orange, blac. 
GCenublne Yale lock, pickproof, thedr peoot. 
Hedghe, (7 doa wideh, $44 ln deprh, 644 ing weighr 944 Iba 
Gium box hokls DOO balls gue 
Kubber suction bumpers on haag, 
Coins will mot spill out of machine if iy ly tumned apaide down, 
at meron Cleprand, tiperool. Jack.peta poaitively canned 
ed by child inserting hand, wires, ote. 
hatceebhe bineboard. Very feporraned Yow cam make i aa 
ery or as hard pe soln cee pou eoene by mowing ot lever im the 
mcchamiem wo adjust the ping. Ne one cen do it but the opere- 
to 


Dy edkea on jack-pot to prevent pyramiding of coin No 


BOY 


a short sound film 
made that same year 
with Al Jolson sing- 
ing several of his hits 
in blackface. One 
of the most popular 
movies of the day, 
The Jazz Singer, star- 
ring Al Jolson again 
singing in blackface, 
was released the fol- 
lowing year. 

While the coin 
drop and Jacks ma- 
chines that were 
manufactured prior 
to Sunny Boy were 


jamming, of clogging. 


le of Sc style, saoee price. 
Uncendicional Guarantee. 


4325 E. Ravenswood Ave, 


$19.50. Pay Salesman $4.00; C.0.D, $15.50 


like the more traditional looking 
Jacks machines being produced 
by other manufacturers, the Sun- 
ny Boy was designed to attract 
attention with its highly polished 
aluminum case, bright colors and 
infectious smile. The original ad- 
vertising stated “You can’t help 
stopping to look him over with his 
shiny black face, infectious smile, 
bright red lips and white eyes.” 

seems politically incorrect today, 
but it was an accurate reflection 
of the times. White men perform- 
ing in blackface was common 
on the vaudeville stages and not 
considered racially offensive at 
the time. The inspiration for the 
machine may have come from 


> 


Jack-pets canmot be won if pote are partially open. 


K. & S. Sales Company 


mostly wooden ma- 
chines with castings 
used only where 
needed, this ma- 
chine was designed 
with both a_ solid 
aluminum case and 
pin-board. The Sunny Boy, which 
was available in either 1¢ or 5¢ 
version, was more complicated 
to operate than other Jacks ma- 
chines of the day. The design 
combined features previously 
seen in Jacks machines by using a 
plunger to load the coin for play 
and dispense a gumball, a flip le- 
ver to shoot the coin onto the pin- 
board, and a turn-knob to release 
a jackpot. The combination of all 
those functions led to the need 
for a marquee with directions 
for playing the machine. While 
these were all features common 
to Jacks machines, Field incorpo- 
rated another feature into Sunny 
Boy that was very unusual...the 


Chicago, Ill. 


adjustable pin-board. The opera- 
tor could adjust the pins to make 
it harder to win by opening the 
back door and moving a lever 
in the mechanism. What a great 
idea! Take a machine that’s dif- 
ficult to beat and make it tougher. 
It may never pay out! 

After introducing Sunny Boy, 
the Field Paper Products Company 
went on to produce several addi- 
tional Jacks machines. The highly 
successful Three Jacks, Four Jacks, 
and Five Jacks, as well as a new 


generation of aluminum cased 
machines, Baby Jacks and Twin 
Play (a double version of the Baby 
Jacks), made the renamed Field 
Manufacturing Corporation one 
of the largest sellers of Jacks ma- 
chines. Like the Sunny Boy, these 
Jacks machines were embossed 
with the letter F on the front cast- 
ing to signify that they were made 
by Field. With the addition of the 
Keystone Puritan Bell, a 3-reel 
trade stimulator that was available 
in several models, and skill games 


Two-Bit Restorations 


Specializing in the total restoration of 
the Bally Reliance and Buckley Bones 
Dice Machines of the 1930's 


Jeff Frahm 


Prescott, Arizona 
(928) 717-8886 


twobit@cableone.net 


MACHINES 


parts service sales 


BUD GOTT» 


Two-Bit Restorations 
Slot Machines and Coin Operated 


Gambling Devices From The Past 
Bought - Sold - Repaired - Restored 


By Appointment 


651-452-5277 


SPECIAL DEALER PRICING 


Jeff Frahm 
4750 W. Mint Creek Rd. 


eo a, Prescott, Arizona 86305 


928-717 - 8886 
twobit(@cableone.net 


such as Vest Pocket Baseball and 
Ding The Dinger, Field expand- 
ed their line beyond the popular 
Jacks machines. Though Sunny 
Boy was a colorful, attractive ma- 
chine with a provocative theme, 
there may not have been many 
produced since very few have 
been found to date. Why aren't 
there more? Was it too compli- 
cated, the theme too unusual, or 
was the $19.50 price just too ex- 
pensive for the time? 


GUMBALLS GALORE 
- WANTED - 


@ ANTIQUE ADVERTISING 
@ NEON CLOCKS & SIGNS 
@ SODA FOUNTAIN COLLECTIBLES 
@ GUM RELATED ITEMS 
@ COUNTRY STORE ITEMS 
- COIN OPERATED MACHINES - 
GUM & PEANUT, SLOTS, 
JUKE BOXES, COKE MACHINES 


Randy & Sue Razzoog Grand Rapids, Mi 49504 
716 Fairfield N.W. (616) 453-8044 


The Definitive Guide To 
Collectible Vending Machines 
320 Pages * Hardcover 
1.450 Photographs 
32 Pages of Color Photographs 
1,100 Gum and Peanut Vendors 
Vintage Vending Ads 
Patent Date Guide - Index - Free Price Guide 
$44.95 plus $5.00 shipping 
Phone for wholesale prices - (816) 960-4711 
MARY ZERBY, 4109 Warwick #2, 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
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& 4 Site Dedicated to Collectors of: 


* Slot Machines 

* Juke Boxes 

* Vending Machines 
* Casino Chips | 


Check out our Custom 


§ Craig Willardson 


6(509) 624-0772 
coinopcorner@gmail.com 


www.BestDeal Domain.com The Collectors Choice for Domain Names, Hosting & More 


DEADLINE FOR Next Issue: MAY 10, 2008 


SPECIALTY STANDS 


Specialty Stands is the leading manufacturer of 
custom oak slot machine stands in the world. 
Most stands are in stock and ready for immediate shipment. 
Buy directly from the manufacturer and save! No hidden costs. 
We do custom colors on all stands. 


Bally Wide 
Electric Series 


— 


Bolivqun 
Electric Series 


FHS 


NEW Las Vegas Series : NEW Vista Series 


To place an order, or to get more information, contact owners: 
Mike or Debi Studebaker ¢ 120 Oak St. © PO. Box 95 ¢ Moro, IL 62067 
Phone & Fax: (618) 377-2309 © e-mail: mikestudebaker@specialtystands.com 


or check our website at: www.specialtystands.com 


ASK ABOUT OUR DEALER PRICING! WE ACCEPT PAYPAL. 


My collection of coin-op is comprised primar- 
ily of British made machines. One of the many 
things that | like about them is the aesthetic bal- 
ance their creators struck between the use of 
wood and metal. | also find the fairly simple 
construction of the games appealing. This allows 
me to work on them despite my modest mechani- 
cal abilities. Due to the much smaller market 
for these machines when compared to America, 
there was no economic incentive to create the 
manufacturing juggernauts that dominated the 
coin-operated industry here in the United States, 
companies like Mills or Jennings. A popular slot 
machine by an American manufacturer would be 
produced in the tens of thousands. A popular 
game by a British manufacturer would be lucky 
to be produced in the hundreds and there were 
many numbered in double digits or even less. 
It’s all about supply and demand. Due to the 
much smaller population in the United Kingdom 
coupled with their stricter laws against games of 
chance, demand for games was much less than 
in the United States. 

This held true for all the other European coun- 
tries as well. To compensate for these much smalll- 
er markets, manufacturers attempted to poach on 
the territories of their neighbors. Some manufac- 
turers just shipped their games to other countries 
and sold them through domestic agents in that 
country. A second category is the manufactur- 
ers who custom-made games for export, tailor- 
ing the game for the tastes of the target country. 
These games came ready-made to play in the 
coinage of the designated market with instruc- 
tions written in the language of the targeted na- 
tion. Germany sold many games in Britain using 
this strategy. Most of these were allwins of one 
form or another. Some of these games made be- 
tween the two World Wars had the quaint notice 
“Made in Saxony” in tiny, tiny print somewhere 
on the face of the game. The common thinking 
now is that the manufacturers were trying to hide 
the true country of origin from an English audi- 
ence still stinging from recent memory of Ger- 


[ wis [ BD) SIS i ERS by JOHN PETERSON 


man aggression. As you might expect, German 
made games are well constructed and extremely 
reliable performers. 

Today’s offering is from a third category of 
foreign-made games, machines that were import- 
ed to Britain and then converted by Brits for their 
own commercial operation or resale in England. 
This was most likely done by small-time jobbers 
or companies that acted as agents for foreign 
manufacturers. As with most of the British games 
that | see, little manufacturing identification is 
provided on the game itself. No original iden- 
tification is definitely the norm with these games 
that were imported and later modified. If there 
is any identification, it has nothing to do with the 
original manufacturer and most likely relates to 
the resale agent or even the arcade where the 
game was initially placed. If Dick Bueschel were 
still alive and writing a book on foreign games, 
today’s game would be in the “Mystery” section. 
That is because this game has been re-cased and 
reconfigured to increase its appeal to a more 
adult audience. It is only through the recent ef- 
forts of individual collectors that the true origins 
of this game have become known. Enough of 
the tease? Let’s take a look at “La Girouette” or 
what | call “Twisted Sisters.” 

The master of French coin-op was Pierre Jo- 
seph Bussoz of Paris, France (1872-1958.) Hav- 
ing trained as a clockmaker, Bussoz switched 
to coin-operated games and became one of 
France’s most successful makers of coin-op. He 
is best known for his wall machines, roulettes 
and fortune tellers. He also manufactured juke 
boxes. Like the giants in the American field of 
gambling, Bussoz had a talent for grasping the 
taste of the public at large and translating it into 
games with mass market appeal. Many of his 
roulettes showcased popular figures of the day. 
These were in addition to his other games that 
featured historical or mythical characters. If Bus- 
soz were alive and well today, you can be as- 
sured that he would have a roulette game named 
“The Britney.” 


The original Bus- 
sOZ game underly- 
ing my mystery ma- 
chine was named 
“La Girouette.” 
(See Photo A.) 
Produced in 1914, 
Bussoz hit upon a 
novel idea for a 
new approach to 
the traditional rou- 
lette game. Up 
until then, French 
roulettes had spin- 
ning discs with 
multi-colored seg- 
ments upon which to bet. You inserted your coin 
in one of three color-coded coin entry slots. The 
lever was pulled and the disc engaged. If the 
spinning disc stopped on your color, a pay-out 
was automatically made. This is similar in prin- 
ciple to our slot machine with the primary differ- 
ence being that with a slot machine, there is no 
choice of specific winning color and the payout 
is determined by internal mechanics, unaffected 
by player input. Bussoz came upon a new idea. 
Rather than utilizing a rotating disc or reels, he 
created a machine with two triangular shaped 
drums. These two drums are set vertically, side 
by side, with a single picture painted across each 
of the mated surfaces. Each pair of surfaces is 
painted a different color picture for a total of 
three scenes. To operate the game, a coin is 
inserted and then the color selection is made via 
a dial knob at the bottom of the picture window. 
Using that knob, you turn a color wheel to which 
one of three colors you want to bet. The game is 
set in motion and the two drums rotate rapidly on 
a common gearing until one mated picture stops 
in view. The color of that scene determines the 
winner. The gearing is constructed so that the 
correct picture-halves will always mate when the 
drums stop their rotation. 

“La Girouette” is a fascinating game to watch 
in operation. In addition, the scenes are very 
attractive featuring a red Mickey Mouse, a blue 
donkey and a green dog. Could there be any- 
thing more appealing to the masses than that? 
Wait a minute. Are you kidding me? A mouse 
and two generic barnyard animals? Ask your- 


Photo A 


self, what is the point of these machines, any- 
way? Are they supposed to attract gawkers or 
gamblers? Let’s be honest here. Who do you 
think were the primary players of these games 
back in the 1920’s and 30’s? Children? (If you 
said “yes,” you were sleeping during European 
history, you bad boy, you!) Gambling was and 
continues to be the provenance of adults, specifi- 
cally adult males. (It is only in more recent times 
that woman have joined the ranks of male gam- 
blers. Today, females are a potent segment of the 
industry and casinos target and cater to the la- 
dies. Back then, gambling was almost exclusively 
a male vice.) If you were to design a gambling 
machine targeting a male audience, what images 
would you employ to 
entice? If you guessed 
a trio of sexy women, 
you're right. 

And so it is that my 
machine (See Photo B.) 
came into being. Once 
the game reached Eng- 
land, it underwent sig- 
nificant modification. If 
you compare it to “La 
Girouette,” you can 
see that the case was 
= changed from the flut- 
Photo B ed fruitwood case to 
the more generic English oak. The original knob 
was also replaced in favor of this large knurled 
monster. It takes a manly hand to set the ladies 
a’spinning! The original machine had the Bus- 
soz name on the 
thin strip between 
the painted panels. 
My game has “Ex- 
clusive Automatics” 
scripted in the same 
location, (See Pho- 
to C.) You will also 
note the color se- 
lector wheel at the 
bottom of the win- 
dow. | have seen 
three other games 
somewhat identical 
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Photo C 
to mine and two carried this name. None of my 
English reference books have any information on 


this company, if such 
a company by that 
name truly existed. 
The major differ- 
ence, of course, is 
the pictures on the 


panels. Goodbye 
Mickey and the 
farmyard friend- 


lys; hello Lola and 
the sisters of sizzle! 
Each of the panels 
is hand-painted a 
distinct woman on 
a different colored 
background. Photo 

Photo D D is another British 
example named “Pin Up Girl.” It is the same 
game as mine but with different ladies. Its pay- 
out cup is the traditional French style common to 
many Bussoz games while mine is the style more 


common to British 
machines. All these 
conversion games 


take the large British 
penny and they auto- 
matically pay out two 
pennies if you select 
the winning lady. 
Photo E is the mech- 
anism. On the whole, 
French games were 
more _ sophisticated 
than their British or 
German counter-parts 
and this game is no 
exception. One very clever device is the small 
button immediately under the coin entry. Aware 
of it for years, | have puzzled over its function. 
Try as | may, | could not figure out what this little 
button did besides bug the devil out of me. To my 
amazement, the mystery was recently solved by 
collector extraordinaire, Bob Klepner of Austra- 
lia. Here is what Bob told me. The bet is made by 
way of selecting the hoped-for winning color us- 
ing the knob at the bottom of the window. What 
would prevent a player from selecting a color, 
playing and losing the game, and then moving 
the color betting knob afterward to the winning 


Photo E 


color and claiming that the machine had not paid 
out correctly? Not so fast there, Cheater-boy; this 
machine is smarter than you think. After a game 
has been played, pushing that small knob under 
the coin-entry will reset the color-betting wheel to 
the color originally selected. Score: Owner 1, 
Cheater 0. What a terrific machine. 

It is said that necessity is the mother of inven- 
tion. While | do not doubt that as true, the more 
important marketing slogan is: Sex Sells. Some 
clever entrepreneurs in England in the later ‘20's 
or early 30's saw the opportunity to take a unique 
but staid French game and jazz it up with some 
sexy female pictures. The result is a memorable 
game that retains as much appeal today as it did 
when the sisters took their first twirl. Viva la dif- 
ference! 

THE END 


Postscript: If you would like put your own twist 
on today’s story or just talk about European coin- 
op, drop me a line at jp4@charter.net. Next time, 
we'll take a closer look at some games that came out 


around the World Wars. Stay tuned. 


Exterior 
‘Restoration 


¢ Expert Color Matching ¢@ Expert Aging 


¢ Hand pinstriping Hand Lettering 


Free estimate with photos 
References upon request 


Call Toll FREE 800-779-1112 
Email me at steve@kooltie.com 
Phoenix, AZ 


Liberty Belle Slot Machine Books & Slot Machine History 


_ Purveyorsof 
SLOT MACHINE BOOKS cS 
SLOT MACHINE HISTORY rn 
COIN-OPMISCELLANEA — 9833: 
Marshall Fey / Liberty Belle Books 
2925 Wi Moam Lan, Reno, NY $9509 
¢-mail: LibBelBis @ 20) com 
275) 826-2607 


Specializing in Slot Machine Books Since 1983 
and Slot Machine History Since 1958 


To select a Department click on the corresponding Icon below, 


Slot Machine | SlotMachine |  SlotMachine | Coin-Op 
Books Service Manuals History Tour 


Miscellanea 
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To Continue Click on One of the Icons Above or Below 


All the Charles Fey Slot Machines from the World Famous 
Liberty Belle Collection will be on display at the Nevada 
State Museum from Feb. 15, 2007 to January 2008 


www.LibertyBelleReno.com 


SIXTH 
EDITION! 


Same best selling book 
with a new subtitle: 


SLOT 
MACHINES 
America’s EERE = 
Favorite 
Gaming 
Device 
SIXTH POTION 
Marshall Fey 


“America’s 
Favorite 
Gaming 
Device” 


and a new price, $35. 
plus $7.00 P&H 


Over 32,000 copies sold, plus two foreign editions. 
Dealer Discounts 
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Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 
Email: LibBelBks@aol.com 
2925 W. Moana Lane, Reno, NV 89509 
For other slot machine books check our web site: 


LibertyBelleReno.com 


www.AntiqueSlotMachinePriceGuide.com 


The ONLY Online Price Guide 
for Slots and Trade Stimulators 


Dealers and serious collectors keep track of prices. Shouldn’t you? 
The only price guide based on FACT, not someone’s opinion. 


Invaluable for detecting trends in machine prices. 
Helps you identify what machines are HOT and what machines are not! 


¢ Prices from recent notable 
auctions (e.g., Victorian Casino 
Antique Auctions) 

e eBay ID of BUYER* 

¢ History of who bid on the 
machine and what their bid 
was (eBay auctions)* 


¢ Sales history of over 4,000 
auctions (mainly eBay) 

¢ Actual PHOTO of machine* 

e eBay ID of SELLER* 

¢ Seller’s description* 

e Additional notes about machine 


Save $100 off the $139.95 12 month subscription 
by using coupon code LWEQ. 


Coupon expires 10 days after this issue of C.O.C.A. Times is mailed. 
Before purchasing a subscription please go to 


www.AntiqueSlotMachinePriceGuide.com and give it a test drive. 
You will get all the information except pricing and bid information. 


Have Questions? Go to www.CoinOpCollectorForum.com. 
There is a specific area in the forum for the online price guide. 


*This information not available on all machines 


www.CoinOpCollectorForum.com 


You are cordially invited to interact with hundreds 
of other Coin Op enthusiasts. 


Discuss anything and everything related to Coin Op. 


¢ Fantastic Finds ¢ Machines Wanted 

¢ Polls ¢ Parts For Sale 

¢ Auction Results ¢ Parts Wanted 

¢ eBay Scams ¢ Lively Discussions, 

¢ Advice for all levels of collecting sometimes heated 

¢ Photos of rare & exotic machines —* Over 1200 articles posted 
¢ Machines For Sale in the last two years 


This forum is the most active discussion forum dedicated to an- 
tique coin operated devices on the Internet. 


It has been around for over two years and 
is run entirely by volunteers. 


There is no fee whatsoever to read or post articles. 


We just added the capability for people to easily upload photos 
to the forum. In addition, you can configure the forum to 
automatically notify you when a new article is posted. 
This is especially useful in the for sale section because 
you get notified the instant a machine is listed. 


PEANUTS FROM DOWN UNDER 


By Bill Howard 


The Nobby Peanut Machine is one of those 
vending machines that either “grabs” you or it 
doesn’t. It is an extremely rare, large alumi- 
num vender from Australia that found its way 
to the U.S. thanks principally to the efforts of 
the late Bill Enes. Manufactured in Australia in 
the 1920's, it caught Bill’s eye, resulting in Bill 
bringing somewhere between 5 to 10 examples 
from the land of down under. It works on an 
English penny and features a lovable monkey 
filigree mounted atop a large globe. The machine 
is quite ornate and stands almost four feet tall 
and is supported by four large claw feet. It also 
features a large tray underneath the machine 
to catch the nuts and a background of embossed 
nuts. Because of its composition, most all exam- 
ples that I have seen either have new globes or 
repairs to the feet and tray. 

I was introduced to this machine when I visit- 
ed good friend Chad Boekelheide in Northville, 
South Dakota. Much to my regret, he told me he 
would never sell his example, so that was that. 

Over the next few years I ran across a couple 
Nobbys in other collections that were not in as 
good as shape. These collectors also were not 
willing to part with their Nobby. But I contin- 
ued to fascinate over the “look” and ornateness 
of this vending machine. 


The next part of this story takes us to the 
fall 2006 Chicagoland show where I noticed the 
Nobby pictured here in the booth of Bob and 
Loretta Kretchko of New Milford, Connecticut. 
They set up at the Atlantic City shows as well 
as Chicagoland, and it is always a pleasure to 
visit their booth. I then discovered that this was 
the very example Chad once owned, and still in 
ereat, all original shape. 

In talking to Bob and Loretta, they suggest- 
ed that I try the machine and put an English 
penny in my hand. When I pulled the lever on 
the right side of the machine, not only did pea- 
nuts come out, but also the paper picture at the 
top window of the machine was replaced by an- 
other picture. What is this? Bob explained that, 
after he got the machine, he noticed that chains 
than ran internally up the back of the machine 
behind the globe from the coin entry to the top 
were unhooked. When he hooked them up and 
adjusted them, he discovered that this machine 
that he admired and had originally intended to 
keep to himself was, not only a vender, but also 
a merchandise advertiser. I discovered later that 
this feature had also escaped Chad, who knows 
an awful lot about vending. 

I had never had a machine with such a feature 
in my collection, so things started to get serious. 
I think this added feature enhances the value 
and desirability of a machine greatly. 

Thanks to an accommodation from Bob and 
Loretta, | was able to overcome a temporary 
state of financial embarrassment and acquired 
my Nobby when they delivered it to me in the 
Spring 2007 Atlantic City Show, where it even 
managed to get my partner “B.P.” Peirce ex- 
cited. And frankly, old “B.P.” doesn’t get excited 
that often. 

Again, for those of us moved by the “look” of a 
wonderfully ornate machine, the Nobby is some- 
thing special and also, as has been said many 
times, the fun in the hunt, and the hunt in Chi- 
cagoland still bears fruit. 


VENDING GLOBES AND ParTs 


NEW GLOBES 

Acorn 6, 8, 9, 11 pound wu... $30 
Advance Small Football........00.0.c ee $40 
Advance Large Football ............0.0.e $40 
Bluebird Large ..........cccccccceeceeeseeeeeeeeee $55 
CHIMIAK TY) enscstacinsccseespiosiseecneiumieceiisimeveret $75 
Columbus #8 with Star .........0.ccccee eee $45 
Columbus #8 No Star ........ccccecce cece $50 
Columbus #9 with Star oo... $50 
Columbus #9 No Star .........c cee eee tele 
Grandbois Cylinder.........00.cccceeeeeeeeeee $35 
Hamilton ......ccccceeeeceeeeeeeeee $55 ea., 2/$95 
Lucky Boy/BIOYd .........ccccccccceeeeceeesseeeeeeeen $40 
NW 33 Frosted .......c cece. $40 ea., 3/100 
NW 33 Gumball .......00..0ccccee ee eeeeeeeee $40 
Regal Cylinder .........ccccccecsesseseseeseenee $35 
Regal Pear ........cccccccccseccecsscseeseseeeneeens $40 
SiIVEr KING .....cccccccecceecescsseesessseeseesseeneensens $40 
SIMPSON LAlGe .......cccccescceeceseessceseessteseeeeees $55 
Victor Cylinder .......ccceececceeeseeeeeeeereereeees 935 
VictOr SQUAPE...... eee cecceeceeeseeeeeeseetseeneeees $35 


“Be a part of our gameroom show community” 
Online Show Buyers, Sellers, and Exhibitors Wanted 


Free to list your items 
Free “Wanted” Classifieds Section 
Upcoming Events 


Penny Arcade Machines 
Antique Slot Machines 
Trade Stimulators 
Vending Machines 
Circus & Movie 
Advertising & Country Store 
Jukeboxes & Musical 
Pinball & Baseball Machines 
Penny Scales 
Antique Toys 
Casino Machines 
Catalog, Manuals & Parts 
Gameroom Accessories 
Coins, Tokens & Civil War 
Coin-Op Domain Names 


Exhibitorsjspacesinta: 
Contact us at GameRoomShow.com or tel 904-651-5947 


10% Discount 
ON 12 OR More 
Mix or Match OK 


We also have Original Globes available 


Caius (or: 
e Globes ¢ Parts « Decals 


If you don't see it - ASK! 
Always Buying and Selling 


Contac 
Dan Davids at A eat bancthink. net 
(310) 349-2082 - or - 

Phil Cunningham at (818) 845-4964 


Friday, April 4 _ 5: 00; pn | 
Saturday, April 5 - 8: 30a am 


Double Tree Hotel 
Arlington Heights, IL 


Over 1400 Lots Include: 
~ Cast IRON BANKS 
Animals - Figures 
. Bbuildings - Safes, etc. 
~ Cast Iron Toys — 
Cars - Ticks - Othe Automotive 


For Additional i fnation 
Call (262) 797-7933 


COCA PROFILE 


When did you first start to collect? 
About 1985 


What was your first purchase? How did you get interested in 
Coin-Op? Did another collector influence you? 

A beat up Victor gumball machine at Carlisle Car Show from a 
man living in an old bus that read “love Jesus, not the Courts” 
as he attempted to evade legal efforts to pay spousal support. 
Then I ran into John T. Johnston there who sold me my first 
real machine, a Try It Baby dice trade stimulator in perfect 
condition. He would not accept my check. Eventually, I came 
to guard his booth at night at the fairgrounds while he slept 
in the comfort of a Holiday Inn. Then I met Charlie Meeks 
who told me about a strange, enjoyable guy in Westlake, Ohio 
that he thought I should meet. Mike Gorski, the Godfather, 
became my mentor and, as they say, I guess that’s how the 
story began. 


What kind of machines do you collect? 

All categories; those that are rare, appealing to the eye, enjoy- 
able to play and demonstrate their creator’s effort to get your 
attention. 


How many machines do you have? 

Do you collect things other than coin-op? 

I have near 300 items in my collection — either art or attention 
getter in the form of automata, nodders, advertising items, 
clock work and electric window displays, bronze, pictures and 


trade stimulator and slot coin machines. My personal collec- 
tion is pretty well set in terms of money and space. I still try 
to improve and occasionally “deal” with other friends and col- 
lectors. My hope is to never have to liquidate my collection 
and the things that my wife and I have come to love. 


What was your best find? 

My Aerobasketball Arcade Machine and my French Clown 
going up the pole. The personal satisfaction in preserving 
these one of a kind original pieces, as well as the financial 
reward, still brings a smile to me. 


What was your worst purchase or experience? 

The worst buy was my purchase from Tom Gustwiller of the 
mystery machine in Enes’ book that turned out to be an E. E. 
Jr. prototype for $2500. This machine was bad. After using 
restraint in not just throwing it out the window, I was saved 
finally when a dealer gave me $500 for it years later. So, you 
can’t win them all. 


Are your machines mostly for show or play? 
All are for both. All work and are played. 


Are your machines displayed throughout the house or in a 
special area? 

Anyone who has been to our house knows the answer to that 
one. Thanks to the love and patience of my wife, the only 
functional things in our house are the toilets, bed, TV and 
kitchen table. The good news is, as I have often pointed out 
to my wife, the loveable characters in our home do not soil the 
carpet, need to be fed, yell, scream or create other forms of 
discord, and are still fun to have around. 


Does your spouse like coin-op? 

My wife does have things in the collection and enjoys her 
favorites. But she is upset that we do not have room for the 
sweeper. 


Do you prefer machines in all-original condition or fully 
restored? 
Original, if possible. 


How do you feel about replica or reproduction machines? 

I feel both types have their place. Those that reproduce com- 
mon things just to make money and confuse people should be 
shunned. But someone who’s talent at replicating something 
that is a clear replication that is then accessible and affordable 
to collectors who would otherwise never be able to appreciate 
or get near one provide a great service to the hobby and should 
be encouraged. 
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Do you refurbish/fix your own machines? 

I can “service” some things in our collection, but do not have 
the talent to repair or restore most. I have been fortunate to 
know those that do. The Godfather and “Smiley,” Dubina of 
Elyria, Ohio, have been most helpful. For some time I have 
used Ross Misner of Akron, Ohio, my friend and the repairer/ 
restorer of my collection. 


Where do you purchase most of the items you buy? 
At shows or at collector’s houses. 


Do you actively search out machines from other collectors? 
Yes 


Do you use or avoid auctions, Ebay, or other places? Why? 
It has become harder and harder to find the items I seek in 
local auctions or antique malls. I much prefer shows and 
conventions where I can see an item personally, examine it 
personally, and enjoy the company of my fellow collectors 
and friends at the same time. 


How did you become knowledgeable? 

What advice do you have for new collectors? 

Collecting has become more expensive. I discovered that I 
did not have the money for trial and error. The Godfather en- 
couraged me to go to libraries and other sources of knowledge 
before buying things — even those he had for sale. I attempted 
to learn from those friends I could trust who knew much more 
than I did. 


I believe “learning experiences” should be left for those that 
can afford them — I can’t. As far as advice to others I have 
written a book that will be available soon that tries to give ad- 
vice to others as to collecting in general and in specific refer- 
ence to each of the categories in our collection. I hope it is as 
much of a help as it was when I got advice from my friends. 


Do you sell machines? 

I am acollector and do not sell machines as such, other than 
to facilitate my collecting. I search by shows, friendship and 
reputation. 


What advice do you have for auction goers? 

As far as advice for auctions, NEVER participate unless 
you know where the item came from, have seen it and have 
watched it operate or have had a confidant there to do it for 
you, and set a limit before you start bidding. As for the auc- 
tioneer, he may be pleasant, civilized or even professional 
— but he is there to take your money. 
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Do you buy on Ebay? 
No. I believe Ebay is for the accumulator, not the collector. 


What ts your forecast for the future of Coin Op? 

I think the future depends on whether the Club and the hobby 
can continue to generate public interest necessary for people 
to understand how wonderful these machines are and were. I 
used to collect cars and found out that by and large the value 
of old cars rose and declined as people who could buy them 
fell in and out of relating to them. I can relate to a corvette, 
but not to a Model T. We cannot allow our collection pieces 
to become “Model T’s.” We must do all we can to continue 
through clubs and fraternal efforts to expose the young and 
old in the form of new members to just how great these ma- 
chines really are. 


What categories of coin-op do you think will appreciate the 
most? 
For the logic above, I think arcade and slots will continue 
to do better as time goes by than vending and trade stimula- 
tors, because they, in general, are easier for novices to under- 
stand. 


Have you thought about how or if you will dispose of your 
collection as you get older, and not with it anymore? 

I hope when the sad day comes it will be in a national auc- 
tion or other such arena setting and that enough people would 
show up so the food doesn’t get cold. 


What do you like best about collecting coin-op? 

The friends I have accumulated, my collection, and the mem- 
ories. I am proud of helping Frank DeMayo set up C.O.C.A. 
and in helping others organize the conventions we now enjoy. 
And I guess it makes me feel good that the efforts to resave or 
restore some of the rarer things in our collection have helped 
preserve our heritage a little bit. 


Postscript: 

Shortly after Bill Howard completed 
this profile, he wrote and published a 
book entitled: “Every Picture Tells A 
Story” that shows and discusses his 
collection. 


Coming this May 3 & 4 
£4) in Des Moines, IA 
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Three for ones were the cats pajamas back in the 


1890's, and are the oldest surviving form of auto- 
matic payout machines. The problem is most col- 
lectors don’t know what I’m talking about when 
I mention them. One of 
the first examples of the 
3 for 1 was called the 
Lighton 3 for 1. (a) It was 
made of cast iron and 
the patron could light 
his cigar with the wick 
on top. It has a patent 
date of December 20th 
1892. After dropping the 
nickel, it could go three 
ways. Either in the back 
cash box, the bottom of 
the front, or it would 
trip a lever that released 

two nickels plus the 

one played for a three 

coin payout. It was ad- 
vertised for sale in the B.A. Stevens catalog of To- 
ledo, Ohio in the fall of 1893. This saloon catalog 
was full of bar supplies from pool tables, decks of 
cards, to beer taps. The Lighton was advertised as 
No. 4 Slot Machine and sold for $15.00. 

Another example of the three for one was the 
Non Pareil Novelty Co. Machine also made by 
Jones Novelty with almost the same mechanism 
but a wood case. (b) The nickel could go two ways 
in this machine with the winning nickel giving a 

— three coin payout also. 

The Automatic Slot 3 
for 1 was made in Bing- 
hamton, New York City. 
In this machine the nickel 
bounces down over a se- 
ries of spring wires and 
either disappears into 
the cash box or stops 
behind one of the three 
circular gold guild simu- 
lated jackpot windows. 
When that happens the 
machine pays out three 
nickels. Recently some of 
the glass only has been 
on e-bay but no machines. 


(a) Lighton 


(b) Automatic Slot 


According to Dick Bueschel the 
machine was made by the Bundy 
Time Recording Co. in Binghamton 
who ultimately turned into the IBM 
company. 

The Maley 
Acme (c) was 
made by Charles T Maley 
in Cincinnati, Ohio along 
with many other early trade 
stimulators. This machine 
added a new feature, a vis- 
ible “Jackpot” of nickels ona 
sliding track. These were the 
nickels payed out and the 
player could see them. The 
plate at the top says “Drop 
a Nickel in Slot? If it Goes to 
the Right? You win 15 Cents. 
Some “ the players would Aaa Op Ane 
give the nickel a spin to the right and it helped 
their chances of winning. 

Two other versions were made by Davis Nov- 
elty of Elmira, NY. In the first example you drop 
the nickel and it goes thru the pegs and if Eyon hit 
the center jackpot hole you 
can turn the crank and get 
your three nickel payout. (d) 
The other example made by 
Davis Novelty (e) has a wheel 
that the nickel turns when you 
play it. If the nickel goes the 
right direction you win three 
nickels from the visible jack- 
pot window. 

This last example pays out 
three nickels and has a brass 
playfield. Most of the nickels 
played can be seen so the op- 
erator can see if there are slugs. 


(d) 
It was made by Oliver Novelty in Elmira, N.Y. 


Davis or Oliver must of 
copied each other. About 
1895-1896 the one wheel- 
ers like the Owl started to 
come out, and were much 
more fun to play, so these 
old three for ones disap- 
peared. The three for ones 
are wonderful machines, 
and are an important part 
of the evolution of the slot 
machine. 


(e) 


THE SHOWCASE SCALE 


The SHOWCASE SCALE, also 
known as the Silent Salesman, is 
extremely rare and uniquely dif- 
ferent. (photo 1, courtesy of Ken 
Rubin) Very few of these oddball 
scales have survived. The scale 
patents were applied for in 1903, 
1908, & 1909 by the North Ameri- 
can Scale Co. located in Boston, 
Mass. 

The success of the early Na- 
tional Scales motivated other scale 
designers to “jump on the band- 
wagon” as well. Fredrick Verplast 
became the principal founder of 
the National American Scale Co., 
creating several scale designs 
from 1902-1908. By 1909 his ex- 
perimental designs with a “round 


Photo I 
column” and a “lampost 


column’, culminated 
with the SHOWCASE 
SCALE or Silent Sales- 
man. It is said people 
were dazzled by the 
creation of such a scale. 
As far as we know there 
are 3 variations of the 
SHOWCASE SCALE. 

A large version of the 
SHOWCASE SCALE 
(possibly 2 known) was 
invented in 1909 (photo 
2). This large Showcase 
Scale is 74” tall x 34” 
wide x 33” deep. The 
scale is painted cast 
iron with brass-plated 
trim. The scale has 5 
glass shelves which are 
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(circa 1909) 
by Jim & Merlyn Collings 


visible on all sides. The dial face 1s shaped like a man- 
tle clock with glass storage space on each side of the 
dial. The base is made of sturdy cast iron having a brass 
footplate which reads: THE NORTH AMERICAN 
SCALE CO. The glass shelves are ideal for displaying 
jewelry, perfumes, sale items, watches and clocks and 
other commercial items. 

For the collector or for personal use: small vend- 
ing machines, antique advertising, dolls, photographs, 
movie memorabilia and other items can be displayed. 
This wonderful scale was probably used in drug stores, 
department stores, hardware stores, and any other in- 
door high-traffic areas. This scale certainly deserves the 
nickname “Silent Salesman.” 

Photo | is the 2nd variation of the SHOWCASE 
SCALE owned by Ken Rubin. Ken has his Coney Is- 
land glass souvenir collection displayed in this fantastic 
scale. The scale is smaller than the one previously de- 
scribed. It has a wooden back door with a mirror framed 
in wood. The sides are cast iron, framed in wood. The 
scale dimensions are: 74” high x 22” wide, 34” deep. 
Above the dial is a Piote 3 
cast iron marquee — 
which reads: ONE 
CENT POSITIVE 
WEIGHT. Under 
the word CENT 1s 
the coin entry. Em- 
bossed on the foot- 
plate is: NORTH 
AMERICAN 
SCALE CO. The 
scale has 5 shelves 
which are held by 
brass brackets. 

When Ken Ru- 
bin purchased 
this SHOWCASE 
SCALE from the 
Mahopac Farm 
Auction in Octo- 
ber 1997 it wasn’t 
working. He dis- 


covered it wasn’t working 
because it was jammed with 
1,064 pennies, of which 115 
| were early “wheat” cents! After 
B removing the pennies the scale 
worked like a charm. 

Included here is an_in- 
24 complete 2nd version of the 
SHOWCASE SCALE = from 
Jeff Storck’s collection, (photo 
3). This scale is missing the dial 
face, needle, shelves and shelf 
brackets; however the mecha- 
nism is there. Jeff is anxious to 
| restore this rare piece. 
= 8 €68The 3rd version of the 

| SHOWCASE SCALE has a 
cast iron frame, rather than a 
wood frame, and is also owned 
by Jeff Storck, (photo 4). This 
@ scale is probably the only one 
me known. Unlike the other ver- 

sion, it has a rounded top, with- 

out a marquee, that resembles a 
Grandfather Clock. The back of the scale has a glass 
back door framed with wood, which gives easy access 
for putting in and taking out of display items. The spring 
mechanism is located behind the 
dial and written on the dial it 
says: AMERICAN SCALE CO. 
(photo 5). 

The NORTH AMERICAN 
SCALE CO. and its sister com- 
pany, AMERICAN SCALE CO. 
were located in Boston, Mass. in 
the same building. It seems quite 
likely that NORTH AMERICAN 
SCALE CO. became the AMER- 
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Photo 4 


Photo 5 


I C A N 
SCALE CO. 
around 1910, 
when this 
version was 
produced. 
Also, lo- 


cated behind | 
the dial is a 
quart-size 
coin bucket 
that collects 
deposited 
cents. The 
coin entry 1s 
locatedabove 
the dial at the 
2:00. o’clock 
position. No- 
tice in (photo 
6) that the platform rod is enclosed in a special tube that 
feeds into the yoke portion located behind the dial and 
needle connecting the mechanism with the lower plat- 
form. This tube is stabilized at each end by a steel plate. 
Each of the 5 shelves come in 2 sections which are held - 
together by brass clips and brackets. The shelves are 
adjustable and can be raised or lowered to accommo- 
date different sized items. The middle of each shelf 
has a half-moon cut that allows the platform rod 
and tube to move without hitting the glass shelves. 
| The footplate reads: SILENT SALESMAN. 
| We would like to thank Ken Rubin and Jeff 
® Storck for their invaluable input. 

This unique and exciting “Silent Salesman” 
would highlight any coin-op collection. 


Photo 6 


HAPPY SCALE COLLECTING! 


CEL: 262-203-0036 


SLOTS OF FUN 


BUYING VENDING COLLECTIONS 


E-Mail: jbgum @msn.com 


BUYING TRADE STIMULATOR COLLECTIONS 
LARGE OR SMALL...1 BUY THEM ALL 


JACK FREUND 
P.O. Box 4 
Springfield, WI 53176 


CALL ANYTIME 
262-723-7341 
352-854-9242 


SLOT MACHINES TRADE STIMULATORS 


JUKE BOXES 
Coin-Operations 


Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-242-3131 or 414-559-9681 
E-mail: Bedvibr8or@aol.com 


We buy, sell, and trade. 
GUM & PEANUT MACHINES ARCADE MACHINES 


IRA WARREN - COIN-OPS Inc. 


Ematl: cofnop99@aol.com 


DEALER - COLLECTOR - TRADER 


One Original 


Cast Iron Base fora 


Mutoscope 


Clam-Shell Viewer 


Circa 1900 Wall Mount 
German 2-column Cast Iron 
Chocolate Vender, 

Dog in Forest has Glass Eyes, 
Porcelain Flavor and Instruction Signs, 
Maker Unknown. 


LANCE PARFUMS 
French Wall Mount 
Perfume Vender, Circa 1920, 
Made of Cast Aluminum with 
Decorative Brass Trim Pieces. 


IRA WARREN - COIN-OPS inc. 


Emat!: coinop99@aol.com 


DEALER - COLLECTOR - TRADER 


Some CaliLLe FAVORITES 


Caille Bros. Cast Iron 1905 Caille 


Caille BUSY BEE 
1 cent BASEBALL and OLYMPIA 


Caille LA CAILLE Cast Iron Original Roman Gold 


French Market LA COMETE Cast Iron Puncher, Finish Early Scalloped 
Token Pay-Out, Circa 1911 Restored to Original a ie ee odhine an Early 
Note: Same Early Marble Finish, ar a if ra i Cast Iron Saloon Trade 
4-Legged Base on Each. Note: Early Base. sl | eee nan eer Stimulator, Circa 1901. 


Caille CAST Iron 
MYSTIC WHEELS 
Two Versions 
Were Made, 
One for Men and 
One for Women 
Penny Arcade 
Paint Soon to 


Caille Cast Iron 


Be Restored to pana Caille SIMPLEX 
Marble Finish. 5 cent Poker Electricity Tester 
Paes ce baa ee Sitting on a Caille 
Poker Style “Rollers”, the Jumbo is a R me dt epic | Base, This pony 
Seldom Seen Much Larger Variety, Both : reas ve a Arcade Machine — 
Restored to Original Marble Finish. — Hard One to Find in 


Any Condition. 


The Real Gem 


Roger Smith 


The story of the Buffalo vendor and its maker 


Collectors of coin-operated devices all have their favorite machines - the ‘gems’ of their (or 
anyone else’s) collection. There is one vendor that might be on a lot of people’s list that 
can truly lay claim to that title because of its little known original name and a short-lived 
company on the south side of Chicago that made some of the most desirable machines that 


exist today. 


™ For those who have 


| been fortunate 
| enough to see one in 
"person, the ‘gem of 
the collection,’ the 
 owner’s prized ma- 
ichine, or the ob- 
server's secret lust is 
‘often a glass-domed 
| GB vendor. One of the 
=) largest of the glass- 
eeu ome machines to 
» have survived until 
today is the Buffalo vendor. These ma- 


chines are notable for their size (over 14” 
high) and their noisy, sometimes finicky, 
clockwork motors that rotate the four col- 
umns of gum when a penny is dropped 
through the top. When found with other 
labels (Somerville, or the even rarer LE 
West), these variants carry the claim of 
“oatents allowed.” With apparent origins as 
far apart as London, Ontario and Rockford, 
Illinois (for the Somerville’s and LE West, 
respectively) where did the Buffalo come 
from and who really did have the patents? 
The answer is the White Vending Company 
of Chicago, Illinois. 


The R.jJ. White Vending Company into serious financial trouble and on April 
23, 1902, an involuntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy was filed against the company. The 
company also failed to file the required an- 
last century in what would nual report with the state and their charter 
become Chicago Ridge, Illi- was temporarily revoked in July of 1902. 
nois. Much of the early history is murky, but It is at this point we know that the paths of 
documents indicate that the White Com- Ripley J. White and Paul E. Berger crossed 


pany existed as early as 1897, as makers and eventually became very entangled... 
of gas fixtures and plumbing supplies. 


There has been 
Speculation that in 
1901, the Ripley J. 
White Manufactur- 
ing Company had 
entered into some 


3 nS i, ‘overextended. (In 
sort of agreement a Cane eA locvpaits : a. 
with the Paul E. Saat GOD Re a SN ty OH LED Lee onus Pes Sees mien 


pe “Ws f 
a ovens YF 237 “Factory Ct 0 Rinoe,sus MAKING. self had even pat- 
Berger Company to orang 


wah uNke weal aera Orrice nshana su Cncun : == one iis 
yf I, ) U 
produce some or Lath A ae tires and an im- 
all of their slot ma- | 


V4 (pane 
| J ® proved suspension 
chines. The White | 
Company would 


| . » system for ‘motor 
| | vehicles’ and the company owned patents 

continue to produce their own versions of 

the American Beauty (regular 


on a rotary steam engine and an electric 
and musical versions), the Chi- 


farm tractor.) The company 
| } was asset rich but cash poor, 
se pap and the perma resulting in the bankruptcy. 
ere is also conjecture abou : ‘ Bis hed o morasce on Wie 
White’s production of the is _ erates “iL6 a 
Berger Dewey (1901-1904). : a] 


company property for 
7 | '$16,000 (the equivalent of 
Despite this, statements made 
by White in 1906 seem to 


just under $375,000 today), 
‘held by the First National Bank 
Suggest that there was no re- 
lationship with Berger until the 


of Chicago. In addition, credi- 
spring of 1902 when White 


tors had claims of about 
, ue $30,000 (over $700,000 to- 
came to the aid of the ailing 
Berger Company. 


The Story of the White Vending Company 
begins around the turn of the 


_ Paul Berger's 
success had result- 
‘ing in rapid expan- 
'sion and the com- 
pany becoming 


day) against both the com- 
pany and Berger personally. A 
| M7 baie ah elena, public notification about the 
With the collapse of the elec- CHICAGO RIDGE, ILL. Berger bankruptcy was pub- 
tric slot machine market in cmeagtes eC: oes lished in the newspaper and 
1901 and 1902, the Berger White, having experience in 
Manufacturing Company got ‘the manufacturing business, 


i) 
eS) 


traveled to Chicago Ridge for the purpose 
of inspecting Berger’s property holdings 
and the business. 


Paul Berger told White that he was looking 
for someone who would buy the assets of 
the company and enough of his own per- 
sonal assets that he could liquidate his in- 
debtedness and keep his homestead, which 
was actually located on the plant property. 
Berger hoped to be able to repurchase the 
plant and assets again at some point after 
the sale. A deal was struck and White paid 
Berger $10,000 (at least $3,500 of which 
was for personal property that Berger held) 
and agreed to buy the business from the 
bankruptcy receivers, the Equitable Trust 
Company and Henry L Wilson, trustee, for 
the sum of $8,500. On May 17* the deal 
was signed and on July 3™ the deeds were 
transferred to White by the bankruptcy 
trustee and recorded in the County Re- 
corder’s office. As a part of this agree- 
ment, White agreed to hire Berger as a 
foreman for the salary of $40 per week 
($935 today) and included a provision that 
Berger could repurchase the company if he 
could come up with $28,500 to repay the 
various loans and expenses by September 
15th of that year. In today’s business 
terms, White was the Berger Manufacturing 
Company’s “White knight.” 


Trouble brewing 


Despite Berger’s frequent absences from 


his duties at the plant while trying to se- 
cure financial banking, the September dead- 
line loomed without signs that Berger would 
be able to make the payment to take the 
company back. Whether it was because of 
this looming failure, a personality clash, or 


east. 


Chicago Municipal Court Building, 1907 

Chicago Daily News negatives collection, DN- 

0005041. Courtesy of the Chicago Historical Society. 
something else, on September 13%, 1902, 
Paul Berger and “Paul E Berger Manufactur- 
ing Company, a Corporation” filed suit 
against R. J. White (and others). The suit 
alleged, among other things, that despite 
the free and clear title White had obtained, 
the transfer of ownership was really just a 
loan and that White was not free to run the 
company, make money or sell off some of 
the assets. Despite the suit, on July 23, 
1903, R.J. White filed papers with the Sec- 
retary of State for Illinois forming the R.J. 
White Company. 


Legal motions went back and forth on the 
Berger case until at least 
1907, but during 
this period the R.J. 
White Company 
produced a stag- 
gering array of 
Slot machines, 
though most were 
cheap copies of con- 


POSTMASTER PLEASE NOTIFY 


~ oe 
a 


» WHITE MANUFACTURING CO. 
CHICAGO RIDGE, ILL, 


temporary machines made by other compa- 
nies. One of its advertisements from this 
time boasted 70 models. If this claim were 
true, it would have made the R.J. White 
Company even larger than Mills or Caille at 
the time. White slot machines of this pe- 
riod were notable for their ornate crank 
(play) handles and decals of glamorous 
women that adorned the fronts of most of 
the machines. The interior was generally 
rubber stamped with the company’s name. 
Models made by the R.J. White Company 
were often named after cities and places 
such as the Chicago, the Chicago Ridge, the 
Missouri, the Oshkosh, the Kalamazoo, and 
the Monaduock. 


In the meantime, Paul Berger patented a 

match or gum vender (No. 822,909, June 
12, 1906) that 

0 iy 9 appears very like 
t ‘ike i i the later Na- 
=| WE? § tional Vender, 
| Ae | made in 1907, 
that is often 
found selling 
-Colgan’s Taffy 
—Tolu gum or Wil- 


DARA AAA 


(The actual ma- 
- chine that was 
eventually pro- 
duced was patented by Charles Thomas 
Frantz on February 16, 1907, as number 
844,509, and assigned to the National 
Vending Machine Company of Maine. De- 
Spite the similarity, it is probable that there 
was no connection between the two.) On 
February 24, 1909, Paul E. Berger put his 
Signature on the official papers dissolving 
the company for the final time and the Sec- 
retary of State (for Illinois) made it official 


-ber’s Chocolates. 


March 16%, 1910. In 1926, the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Cook County sent the 
Secretary of State notice that a court ac- 
tion decreeing the Paul E. Berger Manufac- 
turing Company dissolved had been entered 
April 10% of that year. (The reason for the 
15-plus year delay between these last two 
dates is unknown, but it may represent the 
time necessary for the company to go 
through receivership. ) 


The White Vending Co. begins 


That is all well and good, but what about 


the White Vending Company and the Buf- 
falo vendor? In March of 1906, the R.J. 
White Company filed its last annual report 
with the State of Illinois. (A result of some 
of the legal actions going on in the Berger 
Suit?) Initially to be named the Enterprise 
Vending Company, the White Vending 
Company was incorporated in the State of 
Illinois on June 3, 1907, with Ripley J White, 
James F. Hutchison and Albert N. Lange as 
the first officers. (White served as presi- 
dent and Treasurer and Lange served as 
secretary; the role 
of Hutchison is 
unclear, but he 
was granted one 
of the 100, $100 
Shares in the 
company - Lange 


Own Your Salesman | 
AND SAVE HIS SALARY 


ae Just to get started right we 
a) will sell you this perfect-acting 
$10,00 Automatic 


fr a a la Machine hine | 6 00 


‘a 


It sells — or i (which we sell 


was given 35 and 

White retained G4 | Stents ue sim sal 
for himself.) We "Hocus ae 
know that White Sesorts Mort 
Was no stranger to BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 
vending, because 

an advertisement | 

for the White Manufacturing Company 

shows them selling the Berger peanut ven- 


cheaper 
Can be 


WHITE MFG, CO,, Chicago Ridge, Illinois 


dor. (For more on this vendor, see the 
C.0.C.A Times 7(1):12-16, 2006.) As a 
part of the initial corporate filing for the 
new company, White submitted an inven- 
tory of the assets of the company. It Is 
here that we find the connection to the 
“Gem” vendor. 


The inventory submitted gives a glimpse 
of the newly formed company. In addition 
to a Wilton rug, a walnut desk, 5 office 
chairs, a step ladder and other miscellane- 

ous office trappings, we 
' find a very different pic- 
ture of the company than 
the manufacturing empire 
inherited from Berger. 
~The inventory lists a 
(small) number of scales 
(Wilton), music boxes 
(Regina and others), grip 

and strength testers, 
punching bags and other 
amusements. There are 
entries for 55 hot peanut 
vending machines (The 
~ Enterprise), 6 “Puritan 
Machines”, 40 “Automatic Baile Peanut Ma- 
chines” (valued at $2.00 each) and others. 
It is on the second page that we finally find 
the following entries: 


THE “ENTERPRISE” 


HOT PEANUT VEND. 
ING MACHINE 


100 Aluminum bases Gem Machines 70.00 
100 Gum machines Buffalo style 700.00 
143 Gum machines (White) 6.00 863.00 
3 White Star Gum machines 15.00 
560 Globes forGem machines .20 112.00 
677 Globes for Gem machines .10 67.70 
52 Little Gem Gum Machines 8.00 416.00 


Gum movements & bases 3.50 


The Gem and Buffalo machines appear to 
be the core of the business, but is this the 


THE LITTLE GEM 


Buffalo we know and what was the “Gem” 
machine? Advertising from the company 
gives the answer: Yes and no. 


Surviving ad- 


GUM-VENDING MACHINE 


the “Gem” ma- 
chine. The ads 
tout “For 


tiveness this omen natin ties indoor use) 
is very popular and it catches the nimble 
pennies like flies. Has solid aluminum base, 
with mechanism of brass and steel enclosed 
in a beautiful, heavy 
crystal glass globe, 
through which the 
gum and mechanism 
can plainly be seen. 
A penny dropped 
into it unfailingly 
operates the 
mechanism, and the 
automatic rotary 
motion of the de- 
vice has great at- 
traction for little 
folks. Many a penny 
is dropped into the 
slot just to “see the 
wheels go round.’ 
Guaranteed sanitary and every machine in 
perfect working order.” Because the 


The Wonderful 
Money-Getting "GEM" 


AN ANTI-SLUG MACHINE 


weight is variously listed as 15 or 25 (and described in the patent application) 


pounds boxed, the question must be raised was square. This is the White Star Vendor 
of the possibility of a steel-based version, known from advertising that has survived. 
but this could just as easily be simple inac- Despite this cosmetic difference, the 
Curacy in the advertising. It is interesting mechanism is clearly that of a Buffalo. 
to note that the machine shown as the 
“Little Gem” has the metal dome at the It is interesting that before this, on June 
center of the main shaft. This dome is 1, 1903, Bigelow filed a patent for a four- 
found in most, if not all, of the existing ma- column vendor that looks like a clear fore- 
chines, but is not shown in the machine la- runner of the Buf- 
beled simply “gem.” No matter what, it is falo, but is not. 
clear however, that the real name for this This patent 
machine was the “Gem.” (granted October 
4, 1904, Pat# 

The Birth of the Gem 771,294) and as- = 

Filed on August 1°, 1903, by Claude signed to John C. 


eg il 
Curtis of Chicago, = y 
has the clockwork 
motor on the 


bottom and either three or four columns to 


Riley J. White, just one day eer ihe Sree contain the product, but the similarity ends 


of Illinois granted the corporate charter for there. This patent was tor a machine that 
the White Vending would vend three or four different products 


| a Arwen, (laste : the priie pelpeagti a pete neg 
Bigelow and White fad of coin slots so the user cou C oose e 
product they wanted. In this machine the 


~a working | tie aievel iit 
Balaton: coin would trip a level on its 


ship that WHITE STAR _ way to the central (single) 


‘datedback GUM VENDORE “lockwork motor. This level 
SS Ff would act as the sweep to 


Bigelow, the patent for the Buffalo vendor 
was granted on 
June 4th, 1907, 
and assigned to 
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oa a to the “WORKS WHILE YOU SLEEP” 
a tn, 1” , Slide the product off the bot- 
= ce formation 
i i sf the _tom stack when the motor ro- 
A. Bite 2 _tated the assembly. The de- 
es é = | . . . mM = 
Company =f vice seems impractically co 


plicated with four coin slots, 
four locations where the prod- 
uct would fall (before exiting 
at a common point) and would 
have suffered from the fact 


when he was listed as the sec- 
retary of the new company on 
the original papers of incorpo- 
ration.) The machine shown in 
this patent (patent # 
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. that at each use the products 
856,019) looks like a Buffalo, open AND ABOVE BOARD SALESMAN he tea ah say 
but the case it is shown with AN ORNAMENT TO ANY STORE — WOU d be in a different posi- 


tion. This would mean that 


THE WHITE STAR 


the patron would have to be careful to se- 
lect the appropriate coin slot because it 
would differ each time. The interesting 
thing in this patent is the observation that 
Bigelow himself recognized that this same 
principle could be applied to a device that 
would vend the same product from all col- 
umns and would use a much simpler 
mechanism and a single coin slot - the 
White Star machine and eventually the 
Gem/Buffalo. 


It is possible, if not probable, that is is not 
the same “White Star” gum machine listed 

in the first inventory of 
» the company. An early 
advertisement from 
White shows a private 
label version of the 
classic “Climax Chi- 
cago” which carries 
' the “White Star” 
name. It is clear that 
both the square 
 Buffalo-style and the 
' Chicago private label 

were advertised by the 
company. It is equally probable 
that if the company held the pat- 
ent on “the Gem” it would more 
aggressively market, make and 
have on hand more of these ma- 
chines. It is likely that we will 
never know for sure. 


SALTED PEANUT MACHINE 


The inventory also leaves us un- 
clear on several other aspects of 
the machine we know as the 
“Buffalo.” If the “Gem” was the 
standard, what were the 100 
“gum machines, Buffalo style” 
listed on the inventory? We also 


can’t be sure of the total number of ma- 
chines made or even on hand when the 
company was formed. Was it the 52 ma- 
chines on hand, 152 including the bases on 
hand, or should we include the 560 or 677 
globes on hand? How many could have 
been made in later years? No mater how 
many were made, few have survived. 


The fate of the company 


While the inventory lists “Tools, Patterns, 


dies & etc.” for both the Gem and Acme 
machines, the diversity of the products 
listed and that fact that many are from 
other manufacturers suggests struggles. 
The corporate address listed on state flings 
and Chicago city directories indicates that 
the company was moving around. The 
1907 Chicago City Directory, states that 
R.J. White was president of the White 
Vending Company and the listing for the 
company that same year indicates that it 
was located at 5 to 17 West Madison, 
manufacturing “vending machines chewing 
gum, etc.” The listing for the company in 
1908 is identical. By 1909, the directory 
lists the company as now located on the 
third floor of 72 South Canal St. 
} and by 1910 there is no listing at 
all for the company. The final fil- 
ing with the State of Illinois oc- 
curred on February 28, 1911 and 
_ White was not listed among the 
® Officers. 


While it only lasted for a little 
over four years, the White Vend- 
_ing Company gave us a real 

m “gem.” 

(For the creation of this article, | am indebted to 


) é ~ Ken Ruben who made available the files of the late 


Your 


REWARD: 


1929 Version is Larger Than For Information Leading to the Exhibit Supply 
the 1930 Slant Front Model Purchase of Either Machine! Hole-In-1 (1930-33) 


Please contact me and let me know which Exhibit Supply catalogs you have, even if you don’t 
want to sell them. Known: 1919, ’22, ’28, ’29, and a popular undated one (1931 or 32?) 
[’'m compiling a list to post on the www.klov.com and www.arcade-museum.com web sites. 


Thinking about selling ONE PIECE or an ENTIRE COLLECTION? 
You could be selling yourself $1000s short if you don’t call me for a second opinion. 


Floor model machines from the 1890s through the 1940s 
are particularly interesting. Wanted: American and European 
Games, Slots, Mutoscopes, and Working Models 


GREG McLEMORE 
(626) 794-5000 x110 


coca@mclemore.com 


Do you collect similar coin-ops? Look for me at the 
Chicagoland show or call me and let’s trade stories. 


Offers may expire or change without notice. Call me. 


by Sandy Lechtick 


¢ Deals in the parking lot. ¢ Deals in the dead of the night. 
_ @ Deals in the back of trucks. e A deal in the Jacuzzi. 
-@ Deals in the lobby. e And some say Chicagoland is 
¢ Deals on forklift gates. going down the tubes. 
¢ Deals over dinner. Excuse Me. 


Did you see the stuff that Alan Sax, Frank Zygmunt and Jack Freund brought? Not to mention a number 
of other dealers from all over the U.S.? 


Ok. Ok. As usual, some transactions had been concluded before Chicagoland, with pre-arranged deliv- 
ery pick-up at Pheasant Run. And yes, it’s a little depressing when you see a great pre-sold item you'd like 
to buy moving from one truck to another faster than it takes a check to clear your bank. And yes, I’m con- 
stantly reminded that past shows had lots more inventory and it was easier to get great deals - especially 
before the advent of E-bay. 


It was commented that some of the machines were pricey. One dealer I am told brought a number of 
trade stimulators with prices double, maybe triple the true value of the machines. Needless to say, he went 
home with all his trade stimulators and I was told that he sold nothing. On the other hand, machines that 
were priced right sold. Dealers offering reasonable prices made money - many did well. 


Since I started actively collecting in 2002, I’ve been to every Chicagoland - so that makes eleven since 
my first show. And they’re always fun - especially when you come back with two or three machines that 
you can add to your collection. But meeting up with people you haven’t seen in years, dining with those 
you'd like to get to know better, renewing old acquaintances, comparing notes and hearing more war sto- 
ries, is simply a kick. As a coin-op collector, nothing compares. And I mean nothing. Where else can one 
find so many buyers and sellers and junk yard scavengers? For people thinking of selling their wares, I’d 
highly encourage it. It may be a little hassle renting the truck and driving to St. Charles, but you'll gener- 
ally do a lot better than the E-bay game - and most transactions are in cash! 


A high-end collector friend of mine has for the last three or four years been ranting and raving that go- 
ing to Chicagoland is a waste of time. He’d complain about not being able to buy anything good and prog- 
nosticate, “why should I go there, anyone with outstanding machines can make three or four phone calls 
and sell it directly to any number of buyers!” While that may be partially true, this fellow did reluctantly 
go to Chicagoland and guess what, he came away with - a big smile, and three or four great machines that 
he “stumbled” on. He now admits that he would not have had the opportunity to get these machines if he 
had not been there in the midst of the action. The saying, “out of sight - out of mind” is so true. 


So, at the end of the day, where else can one find the excitement, the camaraderie, the overall exuber- 
ance of being surrounded by so many collectors as wacko as you? Or the thrill of discovery at 5:00 am? 
Where else can one get a fix so overwhelming as Chicagoland? 


To paraphrase Ethel Merman who sang “there’s no business like show business”, there’s no Chicago- 
land like Chicagoland! 


Sandy Lechtick, an eclectic collector of coin-op contraptions, specializes in 1930's 
- 1970’s arcade machines, amusement park memorabilia, automata and electrified 
advertising window displays His website 1s: www.coinop4trade.com. 
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- Please Visit U 
chicagoslots.com on the WEB! 


Quality Oak Slot Machine Stands 
Lowest Prices ANYWHERE! 


ANTIQUE STAND 
18°x18"x34” SWIVEL TOP STAND 
~ 18”x18”x34” 


DELUXE 
RAISED 
PANEL 
17.5°X17.5"X33.5” 
WIDEBODY STAND 
22”x17.5"x27.5” 
NATIONWIDE 
MUSEMENT/ 


LOT MACHINE 


BROKERS INC. (847) 438-5900 
Fax: (847) 438-5959 


Email: slots4you@aol.com 


Alan D. Sax 
3239 RFD 
Long Grove, IL 60047 


“lates of the Aruut 


Hosted by Jack Freund 


This “Tale”, sent in by Sal Mazzeo from Cincinna- 
ti, starts and ends with the 1946 Bally Draw Bell slot 
machine.... But the last Bally Draw Bell is not the first 
Bally Draw Bell. Read on..... 

My main coin op inter- 
est 1s the slot machine, es- 
pecially the old mechanical 
variety. My first experience 
with them occurred in 1978, 
when I saw a 25 cent 1946 
Bally Draw Bell slot. Stil 
in college, I was dating a girl 
in Pottsville, Penna., and this 
console slot machine was 
sitting on a covered back 
porch of a neighbor’s house. 
Intrigued, I took a closer 
look at it and had my girl- 
friend ask if it was for sale 
(thinking that they’d sell it 
cheaper to a neighbor). Unfortunately, even though it 
was unrestored and in poor shape, the neighbor thought 
he owned the holy grail of slot machines. His bargain 
sale price: $1000. Not surprisingly, I passed on that of- 
fer, as I was a poor college student with minimal cash. 
However, the interest had been created, so the seed was 
planted in my mind of owning one someday. 

Fast forward four years. I’d moved to Cincinnati 
for a job with Procter & Gamble, met a different girl, 
and got married. But I still had the bug for buying an 
old slot machine. Other coin ops also caught my inter- 
est, but not like old slot machines did. What could be 
cooler than to have one in your basement gameroom? 
After trolling through local antique shops, I found one 
establishment specializing in antique coin ops. He 
didn’t have any affordable slots in his inventory, but 
that changed a few months later. He obtained a cache 
of slot machines that recently escaped the local police 
in Tennessee. A bar in that southern state had been run- 
ning Mills Hightops to supplement their liquor income, 
but the ‘heat’ became too much for the owner. So the 
6-8 machines made their way to Cincinnati, and one of 
them, a 10 cent Mills Hightop, ultimately ended up in 
my house. It took some haggling with the shop owner 
to finalize the deal. We settled on a final amount by flip- 


i 


ping a coin to split the last $100 difference in price (1 
lost the flip, but didn’t lose sleep over It). Itv was eae 
a garish purple, but I restored , i 
it to a more original red color. 
I later traded it for other coin 
op machines, as I built my 
collection. 

Since then, I’ve had fun 
buying other slots, as well as 
a few other coin ops, as you 
can see from the photos. The 
Jennings Peacock came from 
a container load of English 
slots brought back to the US. 
It plays the old large English iia | 
Penny. I only wish I'd had a lot more money to buy 
more of those US machines 
set on English coins when 
they were available, and so 
affordable, during the mid- 
1980's! 

One of the more unusual 
purchases was my Jennings 
Little Duke. I'd wanted one 
of those slots for a while, 
and was constantly scan- 
ning the auction papers, 
looking for one. Well, lo 
and behold, I saw one that 
was coming up for auction 
in Howell, Michigan in No- 
vember, 1984. The thought of driving to Michigan was 
not particularly appealing to 
me, especially if I wasn’t the 
successful bidder. So I called 
the auctioneer, and asked him 
if I could bid by phone. (I 
thought what the heck, all he 
could say was no). To my sur- 
prise and delight, he agreed. 
I set a time to make the call, 
made my bids, and my $800 
took the Litthe Duke! Then 
came the hard part — how to 
collect the machine? Luckily, 


the auctioneer had to make a trip to the southern US a week 
later, and passed by Cincinnati. So I avoided the long trip 
during the whole deal. 

Another memorable slot purchase was my Mills Bonus 
Hightop. News of this machine came from a friend, who 
knew a retired police detective. The detective had been on 
a gambling bust, and it turns out he ended up with more 
than just an arrest. He also picked up a set of three match- 
ing Mills Bonus Hightops — 5, 10 and 25 cent, which ended 
up in his basement. (No doubt just for safekeeping). After 
some negotiations, a friend and I bought the machines. | 
sold the 25 cent machine and kept the 5 cent slot. I was glad 
the slots didn’t get destroyed - the trash heap’s loss was my 
gain. 

One of my last acquisitions was a Bally Draw Bell con- 
sole slot. Even though I didn’t get that machine back in the 
1970’s, I was able to buy an unrestored one at Chicagoland 
in the mid-1990’s. I still have to restore it, but my first slot 
‘addiction’ finally got its ‘fix’ years later! Most of my slots 
are the old mechanical type, but the consoles are fun, too. 

Sal Mazzeo 
Editor’s note... 
I guess what goes around, comes around! 


In the last issue I was able 
to tell you in advance that we 
would have Sal Mazzeo’s “Tale” 
to enjoy because I had the lux- 
ury of having it when that is- 
sue went to the printer. Sadly 
I can’t divulge who’s tale will 
be next because I don’t have 
a “next” tale. Please send me 


your Tale If you don’t , “Tales 
of The Hunt” will come to an 
end. Send to Jack Freund, P.O. 
Box 4, Springfield WI. 53176 
or e-mail it to jbgum@msn.com 
and don’t forget to 


PRAY FOR MORE STUFF! 


Lonely, I’m so lonely... 
Wont you help? 


Many years ago, | was separated, along with my other 
siblings, from the rest of the Columbus Family. I’m 
missing so many of them... Please help us reunite to 
become one big, happy family. If you know of or own a 
member of the Columbus Family, my owner will pay 
you to bring us back together. Whether it’s one of us, 


many of us, or even some of our cousins not 
directly related. I know it gives my owner a good feeling to have so many of us 


under one roof. 


Why not pick up the phone today and help make our family whole? Or, if you 
prefer, email us at carson@mvdsl.com. Tell us what you want to unload and I 
am sure you will go away with a warm feeling that what you did was the right 
thing. Please, I don’t want to be lonely anymore. 


BUYING COLUMBUS AND RELATED MACHINES - One or 
a collection - call: Scott Carson (702)249-0092 or e-mail: carson@mvdsl.com 
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ANTIQUE ADVERTISING, SLOT MACHINE & JUKEBOX 


Si O'\W 2 Pinballsy ae 
Video Games 


9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Gamball Machines 
Admission: $7.00 Country Store Items 
Beer Signs 
Decor Items 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Collectibles 
Admission: $7.00 sete 
$ PedalCars 
Movieltems 
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Coke Machines & Signs 
, Gas Pumps & Signs 
Dealer Preview: $50.00 fileboses 
(Good for all 3 days) Phone Booths 
Ser : Penny Arcade Machines 
i ONE iNW)|| KON (VED ' Neon Clocks & Signs 


Circus & Carnival Items 


' Beil! LX DITION ul LL } | eae Saloon Items i 


ewe a ,. paw RO ECRY Se ona 
_ Barber Shop Items _ 


: 2 1/2 MILES WEST OF RT. 59, ST. CHARLES, 
ONLY 40 MINUTES FROM O'HARE 


Pheasant Run Resort is just 40 minutes from O'Hare 
International Airport. From Chicago, O'Hare Field, take the 
Northwest Tollway (90) West to Rt. 53 S. to 1355 S. Exit at 
North Avenue (Rt. 64) 12 Miles to Pheasant Run Resort. 
For Discounted Room Rates Call 


PHEASANT RUN RESORT: 1-800-999-3319 


NORTHWEST 
TOLLWAY S3 


rought to you by 


. x = 

WWE PROMOTIONS, INC. . y 
DEALER INFORMATION SHOW INFORMATION - - 
Bob Traynoff Kevin Greco = \ ~ 


1-847-244-9263 = 1-815-353-1593 
www.chicagolandshow.com 


WORLDWIDE Crowbs FLOCK To 


SEMI-ANNUAL CHICAGOLAND ANTIQUE 
ADVERTISING SLOT MACHINE SHOW 


Once again, foreign buyers rubbed 
elbows with American collectors 
attending the huge semi-annual Chi- 
cagoland Antique Advertising, Slot 
Machine and Juke Box Show in St. 
Charles, Ill., Nov. 10, | | and 12. 

But as one dealer noted, the for- 
eigners definitely had the advan- 
tage. 

John Papa, who is noted for sell- 
ing high-end coin operated devices, 
said, “With the American dollar so 
weak right now against the euro, 
they're basically paying half price 
for everything. He added, “Over- 
seas buyers were very eager to buy, 
and for the first time the Canadians 
came in with an exchange advan- 
tage. Forever it’s been the other 
way around. Suddenly they’re in the 
driver’s seat.” 

Papa, from Mayfield, N.Y. said 
the show started with a bang as he 
quickly sold a“rare 1930s-40s floor 
model console coin operated midg- 
et auto racing game made by Pace,” 
a company also known for making 
slot machines and a similar horse 
race game. The new owner could 
race the cars at home, after forking 
over $12,500. 

Others stopped at Papa’s booth 
to admire, and play, an original un- 
restored 24-selection 1946 Packard 
Manhattan juke box for $2,900. 

One overseas buyer, Ben F. Franse 
of Bennies Fifties, who traveled from 
the Netherlands, is a 30-year show 
veteran. The buyer filled a 40-foot 
ship container with items purchased 
at the show. The dealer said he “‘spe- 
cializes in juke boxes” but also was 
buying pinball machines, Coke ma- 


by Jack Kelly 


chines and “all kinds of Americana” 
for his shop and showroom. When 
the show ended, the goodies were 
shipped home, a trip estimated to 
take at least three weeks. 

Weak dollar or not, American 
buyers also were out in force and 
made their presence known on the 
trading floor. 

Dealer B.J. Pawlaczk of AuGres, 
Mich., who specializes in high-ticket 
restored rare vintage boat motors, 
was all smiles when a Florida buyer 
walked into his booth and bought 
his entire display! 

“Michael Dezer of Classic Mo- 
tors in Miami flew to St. Charles in 
his private jet,’ said Pawlaczk. “He 
said he would buy everything if | 
would deliver it to Florida -- and | 
told him it would be my honor.” 

The deal included 16 restored 
motors and stands, a custom boat 
coffee table, advertising pieces and 
various other nautical items. 

Although — soldout, Pawlaczk 
stayed for the entire three days, say- 
ing he “wanted to support the show 
promoters.” 

Could it get any better? Lightning 
struck twice as Pawlaczk visited a 
nearby local Illinois collector and 
purchased an “extremely rare Evin- 
rude half-horse motorbike, com- 
plete with original paint, that looked 
almost like new.’ He brought the 
bike back to the Chicagoland show 
saying, “it’s the only one I’ve ever 
seen complete and it’s sure catching 
lot of looks.” 

What could be more American 
than an Indian? Well, shoppers 


could take home a life-size hand 
a 


carved wooden Indian, complete 
with slot machine installed in the 
torso, offered by Bob Delong of 
Johnsonburg, Pa. The Indian was 
priced at $6,995, with other figures 
such as a knight in armor and an Al 
Capone look-alike available at the 
same spot. 

Those looking for a smaller coin 
op gambling machine had _ their 
choice of a big group of trade stim- 
ulators at the booth of Al Louck of 
Oquawka, Ill. The dealer was “tuning 
up” a couple of the devices before 
the show, saying with a smile, “there 
was a time in my life that | would 
rather fix these than eat.’ Buyers 
had a choice of several 1930s mod- 
els priced from $350 to $2,000. 

“| brought two machines and sold 
them quickly” said John Miller, who 
traveled to St. Charles from Mem- 
phis, Tenn., with another dealer. He 
said his off-beat restored Burtmier 
Pony two-reel payout slot machine 
found a new home for $4,200 and 
cast aluminum Royal Reels card 
game coin-operated trade stimu- 
lator brought $1,000. The seller- 
turned-buyer said he was “off to 
spend the money on something to 
take home from the show.’ 

Cigar smokers stopped to check 
out two items offered by Mike Rec- 
tor of Alhambra, Calif. There was a 
choice of two nickel-plated clock- 
work-mechanism cast iron cigar tip 
cutters priced at $1,300 and $1,500. 
Rector said he has been collecting 
for I5 years and was looking for 
“whatever | can get onto an air- 
plane” to take home from the Chi- 
cagoland Show. 


Those who actually wanted a 
smoke and “had a pocket full of 
money” stopped to check out the 
vintage stogies presented by Randy 
Osentoski, Toledo, Ohio. Smokers 
could choose from a box of Par- 
tagas, Havana or Romeo and Juliet 
cigars at $1,500 a box or $50 per 
cigar. The dealer said he found a 
supply of the vintage smokes in a 
“dilapidated hardware store with 
the roof caved in.’ Does he smoke? 
He said with a chuckle, “No | don’t 
but | think they're wonderful.” 

Another Ohio dealer, Paul Voska 
of Ferrysburg, attracted marble col- 
lectors with his Akro Agates marble 
set, complete with original box. The 
54-marble set was said to be “most- 
ly oxblood” and included the carry 
pouch and a price tag of $5,000. 

Pool player traffic stopped at 
the booth of Todd Dowdedite of 
Ortonville, Mich., where restored 
vintage slate bottom tables were 
featured. Two different models, cir- 
ca 1880s-1900s, could be set up at 
home for $14,000 and $15,000. The 
dealer said he “enjoyed the show” 
and added that he had “about 60 
more tables at his warehouse north 
of Detroit.’ 

Popcorn and Coca-Cola go to- 
gether and they were both featured 


in coin-operated machines brought 
to the Chicagoland Show by Steve 
Mumma of West Des Moines, lowa. 
An all original 5-foot-tall Vendo 44 
Coke machine could cool soda at 
your place for $4,495, while a 6- 
foot-tall late 1930s restored Pop- 
O-Matic could make a fresh batch 
of popcorn for $5,000. 

Collecting gumball and peanut 
machines is a family affair for Randy 
Razzoog, wife Sue, and daughter, |0- 
year-old Hayley who traveled from 
Grand Rapids, Mich., to buy and sell. 
They offered a 22-inch-tall Peerless 
penny-drop gumball machine com- 
bining gambling and vending action 
for $1,695 and a 1920s Grandbois 
gumball machine made in Kalama- 
zoo for $295. 

Twenty-eight-year show  veter- 
ans Jim and Jan Pursell of Herrin, 
III, also showed gumball and peanut 
machines. A 1920s Supreme with 
original finish was priced at $400 
while a Superior Confection could 
be used at home for $325. 

Lights, sound and action were ap- 
parent at the booth of Mike Nogle 
of Great American Pinball, West 
Chicago, Ill. The three-year show 
dealer offered “hands-on-action” 
with a display of pinball machines 
priced from $1500 to $4500. What 
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machine was the most popular? 
Nogel said, “the brand new Spider- 
man 2007 tops the list.” 

You could check your weight for 
just One penny with a stop at the 
floor model scale display presented 
by Bill and Jan Berning, of Genoa, Ill. 
Six vintage models were on display 
at the show priced from $300 to 
$900. 

Among the thousands of shop- 
pers that filled the isles, Kelly Mc- 
Intosh and Alan McDougall traveled 
from Keyport, N.J—with a mission. 
They were seeking -- and found -- 
an outside housing or skin for their 
°39 Coke vending machine. The pair 
said the “!4-hour drive was well 
worth it” and added they were glad 
they paid the $50 per person entry 
fee for early buying on Friday, Nov. 
9. Regular admission was $7 per 
person on Saturday and Sunday. 

The spring show will once again 
be held April 4,5 and 6 at Pheasant 
Run Resort 35 miles west of Chi- 
cago. 

Dealers can get _ information 
from co-promoter Bob Traynoff at 
|-847-244-9263. Show information 
is available from co-promoter Kevin 
Greco at 1-815-353-1593, or www. 
chicagolandshow.com. 


Promotion of the Chica- 
goland Show is a family 
affair. From left are Penny 
and Bob Trainoff, | O-year 
old son Samuel and the 
newest member, /-year 
old-Nicholas peeking 
over the top along side 
dad and mom, Kevin 
and Dawn Grego. Both 
families were admiring a 
Chicago Coin Band Box 
replica shown by Brad 
Frank, Chatsworth, Ca. 


Sue Razzoog and ten year old daughter Hayley 
check out the hand carved Indian slot machine 
priced $6,995 at the Chicagoland Show. 


changed hands quickly for $4,200 at the 
November show. 


“Tuning up” a coin operated trade stimulator was part of the pre-show tasks 
performed by Al Louck of Oquawka, III 


Ben F. Franse (right) traveled to the show from the 
Netherlands to check out coin op machines including 
this group of pinball machines offered by Mike Nogle 
of Great American Pinball, West Chicago, Ill. 


Kelly McIntosh and Alan McDougall traveled to the 
An oddball | 930s 2-reel slot machine show from Keyport, NJ. 
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Three year old Adam Sheedy 
steps on a coin operated scale 
offered at the November show. 


A combination penny drop 
gambling machine, priced 
$1,695, also vends a gum- 
ball — all for one cent! 


—- CLASSIFIED ADS - 


FOR SALE: Reproduction copies of the following items: 

1) All paper for the WADDELL BICYCLE WHEEL - $60 set. 

2) Marquee playfield for PEO & GOTTLIEB countertop 
baseball games - $25. each. 

3) E-Z Marquees (numbers or baseball) - $8.50 each. All 
prices plus postage. 

Jack Freund, P.O. Box 4, Springfield, WI 53176 or 

Email: jogum @msn.com OR 262-203-0036. 


FOR SALE: Beautiful copy of the original Mansfield Mir- 
rored Marquee with clip-on attachment. Complete your ma- 
chine and greatly increase the value. Total cost with priority 
shipping and insurance is $199.95. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r @ aol.com; SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


FOR SALE: Just picked up 32 issues of Marketplace Maga- 
zines. Most are 1977, some earlier...loaded with photos, 
prices, information and much more of early pinballs, slot, 
trade stimulators, vending machines and arcade machines. 
Great resource and a lot of fun to read. Price is $10. each 
plus $2. shipping each....or $299. to any of the Cont. U.S. 
Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com; SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


WANTED: Need face plate for my Mills Big Six Jackpot 
floor machine, also small face plate for bottom small payout 
at bottom of machine. Also, someone in midwest area to 
restore it. Please write Box 45, Mendota, Illinois 61342. 
David Kolzow, 83 N. 43rd Rd., Mendota, IL 61342. 

Phone: (815) 539-9898. 


AntiqueSlotMachines.com is ready to welcome you to the 
wonderful world of serious vintage slot machine collecting. 
am not a parttime dealer. Buy or sell with full confidence. 
Bob Levy, 2802 Centre Street, Pennsauken, NJ 08109 or 
Phone: (856) 663-2554 


FOR SALE: Replacement back doors for both the short 
case Pulver and the Yellow Zeno machines. Pulver doors, 
$125. and Zeno $100. Very limited. Free shipping in U.S. 
Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


PAYING TOP DOLLAR for Counter Top Cigar Cutters. Only 
interested in cutters that advertise cigars, both single and 
double cut, with or without lamps. 

Contact: Paul Hindin, (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com 
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FOR SALE: Beautiful 1908 Cail-O-Scope Drop Card 
Machine. In mint condition. Repro winder, and drop cards, 
“Hollywood Alcohol” and paper marquee. The rest is in 
great shape, insides totally original, works perfect, oak 
wood, exceptional, perfect nickel plating, $4000 OBO. Jim 
Suber, jimarys @dslextreme.com for pics. (805) 231-5446. 


WANTED: Early Tall Case and Wood Pulver Machines. Ad- 
vance, Circus and L-Shaped Gum Machines. Contact: Ron 
Pulver, W3524 Raddatz Rd., Cambria, WI 53923. Phone: 
(608) 225-9702. 


WANTED: HAVE CASH, WILL TRAVEL. COLLECTOR 
LOOKING TO PURCHASE EARLY VENDING, GUMBALL 
AND PEANUT MACHINES AND UNUSUAL COUNTER- 
TOP MACHINES. ALSO LOOKING TO BUY SPORTS 
RELATED COUNTER MACHINES. TOP CASH PAID. 
Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


WANTED: Golf Ball Slot and Kitty Slot Machine. Also buy- 
ing German, French and English choc. and gum machines. 
Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


WANTED: Coin-Op Telescope or Binoculars. Old, working 
or not. Contact: Lester Cohn at (818) 883-7374. 


| have some excellent vending machines and trade stimula- 
tors for sale. Free delivery to the Spring Chicagoland Show. 
E-mail: jogum @msn.com or Phone (262) 203-0036. 


FOR SALE: Genco Fortune Teller Parts _ Vacuum formed 
plastic canopies, translucent as original complete with 
graphics $395. Set of 5 red marbleized pre-drilled balls 
$95. Set of 5 machined brass finials, (tapered and thread- 
ed) $95. Rubber hand for pedestal model $90. Complete 
set of decals for front glass (pedestal or horoscope mod- 
els) $35 per set. Horoscope model indicator glass (silk 
screened and translucent as original) is $165. “NEW” small 
silk screened glass panel $35 (sits in front of crystal ball) on 
horoscope floor models only. Copies of Instruction/Operat- 
ing manuals are $10 each. Other parts are also available. 
Also clear canopy with red trim (as original) for the Williams 
Ten Strike Bowler $345. Contact Paul or Patty at (905) 732- 


4448 or mecmusic @ sympatico.ca. 


FOR SALE: Collection of Loose Change magazine. 140 
different issues. Just about all the early issues including the 
Premiere Issue (Fall 1977), the very 1st Issue (Jan. 1978) 
and the Willie Mays Issue (Sept. 1982) $500. + UPS ship- 
ping. Will also consider trades. 

Ken Haynes (912) 598-2255. 
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| WANT THE ITEMS PICTURED HERE, 


PLUS MANY MORE. 
CALL ME! 
Any Fortune Tellers, Violanos 
Fatibion — 
ypsy Grandma <APION KWo 
ne One FIGHT. U7 
nee IMMEDIATE CASH eli 
ee AVAILABLE TODAY. — 
e's: ie JUKEBOXES FORTUNE TELLERS 
SPEAKERS MILLS PANORAMS 
SLOT MACHINES NICKELODEONS 
REMOTE GEAR MOVING MODELS 
ARCADE ITEMS BAND ORGANS 
PARTS 


LET’S DEAL! PICKUPS AT THE CHICAGO 


SHOW OR ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. 


518-661-5639 
FAX 518-661-5633 
www.nationaljukebox.com 


Golf Games Any Unrestored 


Mills Panorams 
or Peep Shows, 
Pieces, Parts, 
or Films 


Any Rock-Ola 
Baseball Games 


All Games 
of Strength 


